
Dx2 Three False Gospels in Modern Times 
Handout (with Pastor Randall Floyd) 

 
Read this introduction before we start the sessions: 
Our culture has been saturated by falsehoods. Although followers of Christ 
are well-intentioned in their allegiances, there are several counterfeit 
gospels which are edging in on our Biblical faith. Three of these false 
gospels are the Patriotic Gospel, the Protection Gospel, and the Prosperity 
Gospel. None are equal to the Gospel goal of saving souls through Jesus 
Christ. 
Galatians warns us about preaching or affirming any other gospel other than the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are 
turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into 
confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should 
preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be 
under God’s curse! Galatians 1:6-9 

The ramifications of following and living under a false gospel are dangerous. Therefore, declaring another 
gospel can be one of the most lethal lifestyle errors one could make. Moreover, 1 Peter 1:9 adds important 
truth to this by stating:  You are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. I Peter 1:9 
 
Notice: The goal of our faith is the salvation of our souls. Hence, if our faith gets destroyed, then there 
can be no salvation for our souls in the end. 
Through this online format you'll experience how we make mistakes...Watch and listen as Randall gets the 
lyrics wrong in pop songs! Next, see how Satan can get our eyes off Jesus by simply shifting our well-
intentioned values. But be challenged by daring to look in the mirror (and not at others) in our loyalties to 
political parties, relying on the temporary security of culture, and sharing in the "#-Blessed" bubble.  
 

Session 1: The Patriotic Gospel & Party Loyalty over Biblical Values. 
Session 2: The Protection Gospel & the Idolatry of Safety and Security. 
Session 3: The Prosperity Gospel & the Claims of Health & Wealth. 
 

Following (or elevating a False Gospel) is one of the most lethal errors anyone could ever make! 
For Example: Candy corn is truly the pinnacle of false advertising. The first look tells you that you should get 
three different flavors. You don’t! Then the first taste convinces you that it’s all the same nasty concoction. It’s 
not corn! It’s not candy! I was hoping that COVID would have gotten rid of this nasty Halloween junk that some 
people hand out! 
 
Dangers of False Gospels: Just because we are “religious” does not save us from sin. 
In fact, Jesus gives us a Warning: He refers to certain religious people as never really being saved to begin 
with, based on Matthew 7:23: Then I will tell them plainly, "I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!" 
 
In his book, “Counterfeit Gods,” Tim Keller asserts:  “What is an idol? It is anything more important to you than 
God, anything that absorbs your heart and imagination more than God, anything you seek to give you what 
only God can give.” (xvii) 
 
How can we identify these insidious idols? How can we tell if we are giving worship to a counterfeit god? First, 
we have to identify what we mean by counterfeit god: Keller says: “A counterfeit god is anything so central and 
essential to your life that, should you lose it, your life would feel hardly worth living.” (xviii) 
 
We’ll expose the failure of idols to bring lasting satisfaction. All idols ultimately disappoint us. All idols 
also will enslave us. And False Gospels = False Converts to Jesus Christ! Let’s look at three… 
 

https://www.evangelicaloutreach.org/neversavedargument.htm
https://www.evangelicaloutreach.org/neversavedargument.htm


Session 1: The False Gospel of Patriotism 
 
Wrong Lyrics with Randall Song Examples:  
Will Smith: Getting Jiggy Wit It; Lorde: Royals; Rolling Stones: Beast of Burden 
 
The Ten Commandments start with: #1: You shall have no other gods before me. Exodus 20:3 
God says: Don’t E____________________ anything (or anyone) to MY level. God’s place is ultimate. 
#2: You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath 
or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a 
jealous God… Exodus 20:4-5 
God says: Don’t try to bring ME down to your level and call it “god.” God can’t be simplified to our 
level. 
 
The Patriotic Gospel comes into play when our C_______________________ clashes. Our heavenly 
citizenship where Jesus is our Lord, and our earthly citizenship in the USA and our loyalty to a political party 
are NOT the same… even though they overlap.  
 
There is a difference in Citizenship and in Residence. Just because you live in America does not make you a 
citizen. And because we don’t reside in heaven doesn’t mean that we don’t participate in the Kingdom Agenda 
of saving souls and doing God’s work on earth. 
 
The Patriotic Gospel requires an uncritical allegiance to our country. For Christians, we sometimes 
misconstrue the Biblical promises of blessings (which were intended for ancient Israel or to the New Testament 
Church) to America. 
 
Hyper-Patriotism is when we make being American B________than anything else. And Party-Partisan loyalty 
can always be put into question. Sometimes we blend our faith with our patriotism and it gets us into trouble… 
 
American Christians put a lot of risk into the witness to our world when we confuse our service to God with our 
L______________ for our country.  According to Psalms, these things will “collapse and fall,” but those who 
trust in the LORD rise and stand upright. 
“Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.  They collapse and 
fall, but we rise and stand upright.” Psalm 20:7-8 
 
An affirmation to the Gospel of Jesus says this: 
 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature 

God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God 
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:5-11 
This means: Don’t trust in those things. Trust in the N_______________ of the LORD, the Name which was 
given to Jesus.  
 

Trust in the fact that through faith in Jesus and His gospel, you’re no longer a citizen of this world, but you are 
a citizen of heaven; which is better than any earthly kingdom, government or organization.  
This is where our trust should be. In the Name of the Lord Jesus and His Gospel. Not in our country or our 
party.  
 
God used people to do good in Government: (David, Esther, Daniel) and He still can. He also used evil kings to 
bring about his will throughout the history of the Bible. He can still do that too!  But when our loyalty to our 
leader, or a party or the politics supersedes our kingdom agenda, we missed the mark.  
 
Patriotism is a positive thing. But when we elevate it to the level of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and think it’s just 
as important (or even more important) then we are living a FALSE GOSPEL. 

*** Blanks: Elevate; Citizenships; Allegiance; Better; Love; Trust. 



Session 2: The False Gospel of Protection (or Safety) 
Wrong Lyrics with Randall Song Examples:  
Kelly Clarkson: Miss Independent; Rihanna: Stay; Arianna Grande: Problem 

A. A Safe World? Contrary to popular Christian belief, we do N______ live in a Safe world. In fact, it’s a 
dangerous world. Just watch the 24-7 coverage of the news. Almost always there’s a story about crime.  

Christians who adhere to the Protection Gospel focus on Bible stories where God protects the righteous: 

 Daniel in the Lion’s den. 

 Peter escaping from jail. 

 Moses parting the waters for Israel to escape Egypt. 

 Even Jesus calming a storm while the disciples are in a boat. 
What we fail to remember is that God allows His people to suffer too… 

 John The Baptist was beheaded 

 Paul was beaten and put in jail multiple times. 

 Jeremiah was thrown into a Pit 

 David was hunted by King Saul. 

 **History even tells us that 11 of 12 Jesus’ Disciples were killed or martyred for sharing the gospel. 

James says:   Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that 
you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. James 1”2-4 

Peter Says: 1 Peter 4, "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for 
your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you;  but to the degree that you share the 
sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with 
exultation.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests upon you.        I Peter 4:12-14 

Paul Says: I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up lwhat is lacking in Christ’s   
afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. Colossians 1:2 

The Protection Gospel is dangerous because it lets S___________ tell us we are safe and need to stay safe. 
Satan often distorts our good intentions by having us take our eyes off the gospel and then focus on the right 
or the left of Jesus… making our safety more important than any risks we would take for Jesus. When this 
happens, the Protection Gospel becomes an idol.  

We prioritize our safety over the needs of other people. 

Here is the problem when you have an Idol (or a False Gospel) …Idolatry leads you to a bunch of 
problems…when you follow a false gospel and your idol is more important to you than anything else…you can: 

 Break any P____________________ 

 Rationalize any wrongdoing 

 B______________ any allegiance….just so you can hold on to your Idol….in this case just to hold on to 
your idol (or safety). 

The Protection gospel is an idol because we become obsessed with our own “safety bubble” instead of 
opening our eyes to the needs around us. For example: National Security is NOT a Christ-Kingdom 
value…but human hospitality I_____ a Christ-kingdom value. We need to get out of our safety zone and go 
into a world that needs to hear about Jesus Christ. 

Acts 1:8 gives us the strategy to share the true gospel…  Jesus said…you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
in Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

 Jerusalem: our own local city 

 Judea: our local region or state 

https://www.esv.org/2Co1.5


 Samaria: a place you would feel U_____________________ going due to safety or your own prejudice 

 Ends of the earth: Go share the good news all over the world…go to another country and tell people 
who have never heard about Jesus the good news that God loves them and can save them from the 
danger of sin. 

B. The Dilemma of the Protection Gospel and Safety 

The Protection gospel is dangerous because it keeps us from going out for the real Gospel of Jesus and stay 
home where we can “play it safe.” The world is not a safe place…and it never has been.    And Jesus told us to 
expect all these bad these things to happen…but warned us not to turn away from trusting in God. 

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but 
the end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains. 9 “Then you will be 
handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that 
time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will 
appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow 
cold, 13 but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. Matthew 6:6-13 

Dilemma: so how do I keep myself or my kids safe without falling into the Idolatry of the Protection 
Gospel? How do we prepare our kids to process the hard things they see in the world?  I tell my kids that they 
DO live in a relatively safe country, neighborhood, and home, and that they do live far away from most of the 
terrorists’ violence . . . but not because I want them to believe that these things are guaranteed. They are not. 

 But I do want them to have accurate risk assessment skills and not fall prey to exaggerated fears. 

 I want them to understand that they possess a privilege that not every person has, and  

 I want them to struggle with the tension of what that may mean about our responsibility to society 
and the world.  

 I want my kids to move through the world with resilience and compassion, no matter how our 
environment may change.  

 I want them to recognize that putting too high a value on safety naturally gives way to fear, which 
then can quickly transform into hate of those who may hurt them or reject them or just disagree with 
them.  

 I want them to know that, while safety is obviously preferable to being without it, there are also times to 
be willing to put our safety aside—especially by those who profess to be Christians…for the sake of 
the TRUE Gospel: God loves us. Jesus died for us and we are forgiven and have an eternal hope in 
Christ. 

 And most of all, I want my kids to know at their core that, as with all followers of Christ   worldwide, we 
have a HOPE that is guaranteed, and I want them to champion that hope in the dark places of the 
world. 

 Jesus encouraged His disciples, “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul” (Matthew 
10:28-32). Our bodies are temporary…our souls are eternal. We need to take care of the soul. 
But one day: E_______________ Knee will bow and every Tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord… All of us! 
(not just “safe Americans”). 
And yet, in glaring contrast with our idolization of  safety, God sent His Son to take on and overcome the 
destruction meant for us—which should be our deepest cause for fear—In order to guarantee us eternal life 
with Him (see 1 Peter 3:18). …So with our hope dependent upon Jesus and His true Gospel, what could any of 
us truly have to fear? 
Security is an ultimate eternal reality for followers of Jesus Christ. But earthly bodily security is not 
guaranteed for anyone. That is why the Protection Gospel is a False Gospel. 
 
The Protection Gospel is dangerous because it shifts our focus from eternal hope to temporary hope.   
 

***Blanks: Not; Satan; Promise; Betray; Is; Every 



Session 3 The False Gospel of Prosperity:                                 A # (hashtag) Blessed culture 
Wrong Lyrics with Randall Song Examples:  
Falco: Rock Me Amadeus; Michael Jackson: You Are Not Alone; Celine Dion: Theme from Titanic. 

The gospel of prosperity turns Christianity into a “Bless-Me club,” with a doctrine that amounts to little more 
than spiritual magical thinking: If you pray the right way, God will make you rich. It is “Name it and 
C____________ it” theology. 

It Misconstrues: John 14: 13-14 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

“Blessed” means is that you are not alone, for G_________ is with you. Recognizing our very deepest need—
one which we cannot meet on our own—He has provided a way to meet us in that need. 
 
The Prosperity Gospel is a perversion of the Biblical gospel. According to this idea, Jesus is a means to the 
blessings of health, W________________, and power. The preachers of this “gospel” may quote God’s word, 
but twist it to support their false theology. The best way to challenge prosperity theology — and protect 
ourselves from it — is to teach Christ-centered Biblical Theology, which reorients our worldview and seeks to 
cherish Jesus above all. 
 
The lies distorting Scripture will quote: “Prosperity is God’s will and is God’s best for you. 

 Philippians 4:19: "My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

  3 John 1:2: Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, as it goes 
well with your soul. 

 
AFRICA Prosperity Gospel:  Collins English Dictionary states that the prosperity gospel is “a modern version 
or, according to some, perversion of the gospel according to which the full blessings of God available to those 
who approach Him in faith (and obedience*) include wealth, health, and power.”  

The Prosperity gospel is an idolatrous P___________________ of the true gospel: Jesus is the path to God’s 
full blessings, primarily of wealth, health, and power now available to those who trust and obey certain faith 
principles usually prescribed by a particular person leading us down the dangerous path. 

AMERICAN PROSPERITY GOSPEL: Modern day examples of this in America include Oprah and Joel 
Olsteen. 

 Oprah Winfrey has experienced personal success and though she claims to be a Christian, she doesn’t 
really ascribe to Biblical values. Why is this an issue? Because personal success and achievement will get 
your focus off of your need for God. You start to believe that you did it all yourself, and that you don’t need 
God…you are a “god.” 

 Joel Olsteen is a pastor of a mega church in the USA. His book “Your Best Life Now: 7 Steps to Living at 
Your Full Potential," has sold millions of copies. "God wants us to prosper financially, to have plenty of 
money, to fulfill the destiny He has laid out for us," Osteen wrote in a 2005 letter to his chuch. 

Why is unfulfilled prosperity a problem? What happens after the prosperity? 

Example: Chris Everet was the top tennis player in the 1970’s and 180’s. She had the best win loss record of 
any single player in history at the time. When she retired she was petrified: 
“I had no idea who I was or what I could be away from tennis.” I was depressed and afraid because so much of 
my life had been defined by me being a tennis champion. I was completely lost. Winning made me feel like I 
was somebody.” What she discovered was she had no other identity outside of being a tennis champion. 
 
The Prosperity Gospel is also energized by our capitalist society. Our culture teaches us to follow the 
AMERICAN DREAM: upward mobility, accumulation, hard work, and moral fiber.  
 



The Prosperity Gospel is a celebration of wealth and power as a spiritual virtue in our culture. 
Here is what other pastors say about the Prosperity Gospel: 
 

 “We are settling for a Christianity that revolves around catering to ourselves when the central message of 
Christianity is actually about abandoning ourselves.”- David Platt  

 “Prosperity cannot be proof of God’s favor, for this is what the Devil promises to those who worship him” – 
John Piper  

 “The prosperity gospel movement offers people the same thing the devil offers; they just do so in the name 
of Christ.” – John MacArthur 

 
The Prosperity Gospel is a False Gospel because it makes us idolize M_________, Power, Health & success. 
 
Contrast this to the teachings of Jesus: When He talked about material wealth, it was usually part of a 
cautionary tale. In Matthew, we are told that Jesus said, "You cannot serve both God and money"  (Matt. 
6:24)and, "It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God."(Matt. 19:24) 
 
Matthew 19:21-23 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” the young man heard this, he went away sad, 
because he had great wealth. Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is 
rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

Revisiting John 14: 13-14 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

1 John 2:16-17 For everything that is in the world—the desire for fleshly gratification, the desire for 
possessions, and worldly arrogance—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world and its desires 
are fading away, but the person who does God’s will remains forever. 

The solution to this is to do God’s will. Your will is the same as His will. His will becomes Your will. 
David Platt says: Make your wants what God wants…then ask for anything you W_____________. 

Psalm 73:26 My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

2 Corinthians 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on 
me. 

The life of a follower of Christ is not a fairly-tale where everyone lives happily ever after on earth. We are 
citizens of heaven with a hope in the eternal life and rewards that await us in a place Jesus prepares for those 
who are obedient and totally committed to following Him. 
 
There is nothing wrong with success or giving God credit for our blessings. But when we try to 
rationalize the health and wealth gospel as the one we want to live out, we are living in a False 
Gospel…and that is very dangerous. 

***Blanks: Claim; God; Wealth; Perversion; Money; Want. 
 
For Further Reading or Study: 
 

 Counterfeit Gods by Tim Keller 

 The Liturgy of Politics by Kaitlyn Schiess 

 Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel by Kate Bowler 

 The Assault on America by Alex McFarland 

 Before You Vote: Seven Questions Every Christian Should Ask by David Platt 

 Follow Me by David Platt 


