
GreyStone EDU  James: GS.EDU 2020 
SESSION 09: ARROGANCE/HUMILITY 
WEEK OF 7/28/2020 
 
Welcome back!  Thank you for continuing our Distance-Discipleship Summer Study: JAMES by Matt Chandler; hosted by Grey Stone 
EDU with Small Groups by Lifeway!  We hope you are growing spiritually over these 13 weeks by studying this vital book together! 
***Video reminder: In order to view the video teachings each week, you will need to download the Lifeway Small Groups App for 
your device. 
 

MAIN POINT 

Our view of the future greatly influences where we place our assurance. James urges us to humbly view all of our days as being 
under the sovereign will of the Lord. 

INTRODUCTION 

 In what ways does the worldly, false wisdom of our culture promote arrogance?  

 How is arrogance blatantly and openly encouraged today? How are arrogance and self-centeredness more subtly 
encouraged? 

This week we’ll continue in the Book of James, moving from worldliness and godliness to arrogance and humility. Once again we can 
see a natural progression in the themes as one thought leads to the next. Last week James commanded us to resist the devil, pursue 
God, and take our sin seriously, humbling ourselves before God. Now we’ll apply that perspective of humility to the way we live 
godly lives. 

Watch the session 9 video featuring Matt Chandler: Arrogance/Humility 

Video Teaching Notes: 

1. All of our tomorrows can be thwarted by outside factors. We do not know what T_______________________ holds. 
2. As created beings, we lack knowledge, and we lack power to do anything about that. 
3. God is all-knowing, He is all-powerful, and He is E________________________________ at once. 
4. Any ground for boasting or swagger or self-exaltation is foolish. 
 

Three Ways to Pursue Humility 

 Understand and acknowledge our W_________________________. 

 Stay curious. 

 Learn to A_____________________________others. 
 

5. Not everyone is everything. Every one of us has specific strengths and specific weaknesses. 
6. God puts us together for the building up of this body for the glory of His Name. 
7. C___________________________________ is a playful acknowledgment that you don’t know something. 
8. Since human plans and even our own existence in this world are somewhat insignificant and we quickly disappear, we ought to 

take thought for larger matters—faith and submission to the will of God. 
9. Faith isn’t a privatized, pulled-out, separated-out idea over here but is integrated into everything we do and all that we consider 

and all that we set our minds and hearts to. 
10. This is a relentless pursuit of O___________________________ concerning the revealed ethical will of God. 
11. James is asking, “Are you doing the right things that you know you should be doing. 
 
***Tomorrow; Everywhere; Weaknesses; Acknowledge; Curiosity; Obedience. 
 
Conclusions  & Remarks 

1. Arrogance in our lives can be overt, but more subtle forms of arrogance are more dangerous to our souls. James warns us 
about the arrogance which lurks in our hearts. 

2. We are warned against false wisdom, worldly ambition, and self-centered confidence which tricks us into believing  that life 
revolves around us.  The original sin of Adam and Eve came from a desire to be self-sovereign.  

3. We want to be like God but we can’t choose what is right or wrong for ourselves based on our own wisdom. We need to 
trust the wisdom of God as the standard to live by each day, and submit to Him in humility. 



 
Scriptures used in Today’s Session: 

 James 4:13-17 

 Genesis 3:1-7 

 Genesis 2:9 & 3:6 

 Exodus 20:8-11 

 Psalm 8 

 Matthew 5:25-33 

 Job 38-41 
 
Notes from Pastor Randall 
1. We can become so consumed with material realm that we become blind to spiritual reality. 
2. God is sovereign over life and death and over our activities and accomplishments. 
3. James warns us that it is sin for a person who knows what is god and doesn’t do it.  
4. Normally we think of sins of commission…doing what God has said not to do. 
5. We need to remember the sins of omission…disregarding what God has said to do. 
 

My Personal Study 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

Read James 4:13-16. 

 Is it arrogant to make plans? Is it worldly to make a profit? What was James saying in these verses? 

 What was James’s point in comparing us to a mist or a vapor? Why is this truth an important reality to keep in mind? 

 In what way is humility ultimately a posture of faith? 
 

Matt identified three ways to pursue humility, as well as ways to test whether we’re walking in arrogance: We must understand and 
acknowledge our weaknesses. We must stay curious. We must learn to acknowledge others. All of our tomorrows can be thwarted 
by outside factors. We do not know what tomorrow holds. As created beings, we lack knowledge, and we lack power to do anything 
about that. God is all-knowing, He is all-powerful, and He is everywhere at once. Any ground for boasting or swagger or self-
exaltation is foolish. 

 Why is admitting weakness a liberating truth? Why is acknowledging humility vital to the unity of the church? 

 Matt said, “Curiosity is a playful acknowledgment that you don’t know something.” Why do most people lack enough 
humility to admit they don’t know something? 

 In what way is acknowledging others the counterpart to admitting our own weakness? 
 

As we admit our weakness, we grow in knowledge of our neediness before God. As we grow in this awareness, we grow in humility. 
In the church, we come alongside others who also recognize their neediness in humility and together seek to build one another up 
seeking to follow after our Great King. 
 
Read James 4:17. 

 How does this verse expand our understanding of sin? 

 How does the cross give hope to those of us who haven’t done the right thing? How does that hope lead us to humility?  
 

This verse makes it clear that sin does not only include things that are done. Sin can also be things undone that we know we should 
do. Every single person has sinned both by wrongs done and rights left undone. Our hope is in Christ Who always, at all times does 
what is right and never what is wrong. Through His perfect life ,death, and resurrection, we are given His perfect record, as we place 
our faith in Him. This leads to greater humility as we recognize that our salvation is based on nothing we have done or earned on our 
own. 
 
APPLICATION 
Identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to our lives. 

 Are you more prone not to recognize your own weakness or to feel that God can’t use you because of your 
weaknesses? Why are both of these extremes really two sides of the same coin of arrogance? 

 How do always having an opinion and always being a hero damage relationships? How have you been guilty of this in 
the past? Who do you need to seek reconciliation with? 



 How does a posture of humility provide greater opportunity to share the gospel with others? 
 

PRAYER 
Pray for a spirit of humility and not of arrogance. Ask God to remind you of the brevity of life and to give you an urgency in caring for 
others and sharing the gospel with them. 

Digging Deeper COMMENTARY James 4:13-17 

4:13-14. These verses rebuke our self-sufficient attitudes. Some interpreters feel James was describing non-Christian businessmen, 
who planned their lives without reference to God. Others point out that those rebuked could at least talk about the Lord’s will and 
take this as a sign that those rebuked at least claimed to be Christians. Probably the original recipients were strong believers in the 
existence of God but lived as if he did not exist. They did not consider his will for their daily lives. 

Trading was the surest method to make money in Palestine. Trading involved risk, but farming was even more uncertain. A person 
willing to take risks could become wealthy and live quite independently. 

Verse 13 shows these businessmen planned the time of their departure, length of stay, and profit without reference to the will of 
God. The parable of the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21 warns against living such a self-sufficient lifestyle (see also Prov. 27:1). 

Verse 14 mentions two features about daily life we often ignore. First, we have no sure knowledge of the future. We do not know 
whether tomorrow will produce a catastrophe or a visitation of God’s grace. Even though we do not know the future, we so often 
act as if we are secure. We forget that we may be here for a moment and then gone. By failing to accept this fact, we demonstrate 
arrogant self-sufficiency. 

Second, we do not understand the nature of human life which is like a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Life is 
both uncertain and brief. 

Many of us have busy schedules. It is easy to plan those schedules without considering the will of God. Many of us have visionary 
goals for our business, our job, our church, or our family. God wants us to work diligently in all of those areas, but we must consider 
his will first as we plan our goals. 

4:15. Finally, we hear the proper attitude. We are to seek the will of God in all our plans. Doing the will of God demands an active 
listening for God’s goals and plans. We must plan for the future, but we must plan with a deliberate seeking of the will of God. 

As we discuss the will of God, we must not let his will become a strictly formal expression which lacks any spiritual meaning for us. 
We must remain spiritually alive to the necessity of building our plans around his desires. We must also avoid legalizing our own will 
under the disguise of seeking God’s will. 

4:16-17. These verses reveal our disobedient attitude and rebuke our proud, boastful spirit. They call us to an humble dependence 
on God rather than priding ourselves on our independence. 

James accused his readers of boasting and bragging. Brag describes the arrogant assumption they could handle the future as they 
wanted to do independently of God. Our boasting is to be in the Lord himself, in the blessings he gives us, and in the experiences 
which cause us to know him better. Paul boasted in his weaknesses that allowed the power of Christ to rest on him (2 Cor. 12:9). He 
gloried in the cross (Gal. 6:14) because it represented the action which brought the blessings of God’s salvation to lost sinners. 

Verse 17 states a specific principle applied to presumptuous planning about the future. It can also serve as a general principle 
applying to all areas of the Christian life: It is sin to know what is right and to fail to do it. These sins of omission refuse to make a 
right response to God. A sin of omission displeases God just as much as a sin of commission, that is, a blatant act against God’s will. 
We know to make our plans in reliance on God’s will. When we fail to follow this knowledge, we commit a sin of omission. God holds 
us accountable for more than merely knowing the right. He wants us to do the right. 

God wants us to avoid acts of disobedience to his will. He also wants us to avoid the failure to live up to the truth he has given us. 
The response of the lazy servant which Jesus condemned involved burying his money and failing to increase it by hard work and 
effort (Matt. 25:14-30). 

As Christians we must plan our lives in full commitment to the will and plans of God. We must also avoid omitting from our lives such 
important practices as prayer, Bible reading, helping the needy, and sharing our faith. To omit the latter is to commit a sin of 
omission. God wants our full and constant obedience. 


