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MAIN POINT 

As Christians, we’re our brother or sister’s keeper. We must speak truth into other people’s lives and guide them back to the truth 
when they wander. 

INTRODUCTION 

 Are you more likely to embrace confrontation or avoid it? What makes you respond this way? 

 When was a time you were confronted by another person about sin and knew they had your best interest in mind? 
How did you respond? How did this impact you long-term? 

The Book of James concludes rather abruptly, without any closing remarks or formalities. We’re left with James’s final words ringing 
in our ears after he walked offstage, so to speak. We’ve seen that the backbone of James’s letter is the idea that faith works. And 
genuine, saving faith reveals itself in the way we live. James fleshed out this theme in practical ways, and his closing words remind us 
of the seriousness of faith. 

If you’re saved, your life should demonstrate your faith. The Book of James ends with a call to pursue wanderers. Calling people to 
examine their lives for evidence of salvation may seem difficult, but it’s actually loving and gracious. Eternity hangs in the balance, so 
you must act for their good and for God’s glory. 

Watch the session 13 video featuring Matt Chandler. 

Video Teaching Notes: 
1. Throughout the Book of James, we see the call to progress, not perfection. 
2. Conviction should always be sweet for the believer in Christ because it’s an invitation to S__________________________ 

ourselves to what God is doing in our hearts. 
3. You will never S______________ confessing and repenting. 
4. We all W___________________________. That wandering is dangerous.  
5. Therefore, we all “woo”, and there is much to rejoice in as we are used by God to woo others. 
6. The word wander refers to any deviation from the truth of faith, whether inadvertent or intentional, minor or major, to 

disbelieve or wander away. 
 
Wandering in the Book of James 
1. Genuine believers in Christ who D_______________________. 
2. Those who have never been a Christian at all. 
 

The way to win a brother back (the way to woo) … is to L_______________________. 
Wooing a wanderer is slow, careful, and compassionate. 
Engagement occurs within a relationship that’s already present, in private, and gently. 
 

The elders of the church promise to lovingly exercise D___________________________, when necessary, for the glory of God, the 
good of the one disciplined, and the health of the church as a whole. 
****Surrender; Stop; Wander; Drift; Love; Discipline. 

Scriptures Used in This Week’s Session: 

 James 5:19-20 

 Isaiah 53:6 

 Luke 15:1-7; 8-10; 11-32. 

 Jeremiah 17:9 

 James 5:16 

 Matthew 18:15-17 

 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 

 Revelation 21:1-6 

Conclusions and Remarks: 



1. When we give ourselves over to sin, the heart hardens, and our reactions, attitudes, and behavior grow increasingly dark, angry, 
and aggressive. 

2. As Christians, we are our brother or sister’s keeper. We must speak truth into other people’s lives and guide them back to the 
truth when they wander. 

Pastor Randall’s Notes: 
1. Faith that works is only possible by the gospel of Christ. Only Jesus can save us by His redemption of our sin. 

 The work of restoring faith saves souls. It also covers sins (God does the actual saving, but restores and sustains us to the end). 

 Eternal security is certain for those who trust Jesus. 
2. Faith that works is carried out in context by the body of Christ. We as a church work toward sharing this good news. 

 Eternal security is accomplished through community… this is the “church.” 

 The church is a local body of believers…such as a faith family in a certain location. 
The universal church  is believers working together all over the earth. 

3. Faith that works is ultimately aimed toward the greater glory of Jesus Christ, not our own glory or accomplishment. 

My Personal Study: 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

Read James 5:19-20. 

 In your own words, what was James saying at the conclusion of his letter? 

 Why is this a fitting end to James’s teaching on faith and works? 

Progress, not perfection. The journey of sanctification and spiritual maturity is a lifelong process of growth. Along that journey, you’ll 
experience mistakes, failures, frustrations, and imperfections. We start lost, and we’re prone to wander. 
In the context of the Book of James, wandering refers to any intentional or unintentional departure from the truth of the gospel in 
word or deed. The type of behavior James addressed happens without our noticing. This is why we need our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. James called them to bring us back the way a shepherd brings a sheep back into the fold. 
 

 Have you ever pursued a person who was wandering from the truth? What was that process like? How did he or she 
respond? 

 Why is such a process necessary even though it may make us feel uncomfortable? 

 Why did God give the church the unique responsibility to pursue people who wander from the truth? 
 

Wandering from the truth means we’re pursuing something less than God’s best for us in the gospel. This is a matter of life and 
death. This is why Jesus outlined a process to reconcile wanderers from the truth in Matthew 18. While the process is often known 
as church discipline, the goal isn’t punishment, but reconciliation. We pursue wanderers, hoping they’ll return to the truth and be 
reconciled to God and the community of the church. Because God has reconciled us to Himself at the cross, we help others find the 
same reconciliation we’ve found. 
 

 How do the actions of pursuing and restoring those who wander echo the heart of God? 
 

God is a God of pursuit. In the garden, He looked for Adam and Eve after they sinned; He called out to them as they tried to hide in 
shame (see Gen. 3:8-9). When sin infected the whole world, God came in the flesh—Immanuel, God with us (see Matt. 1:23). And in 
the end, He will come again to restore all things and to bring about the consummation of His redemptive plan. 
 
APPLICATION 
Identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to our lives. 
 

 In what ways are you wandering from the truth? In what ways are others you know wandering from the truth? 

 How did God restore you when you wandered from the truth? How does He continue to do so today? How might He 
use you to pursue others who are wandering? 

 How are all Christians called to pursue those who do not recognize the truth of the gospel? How will you act on this call 
this week? 
 
 

PRAYER 



Confess your tendency to be spiritually sidetracked, to allow your affections to wander selfishly to the things of this world. Confess 
your lack of concern for the salvation and spiritual health of others around you. Pray for compassion and courage to share the joy of 
heaven that comes to people who repent of their sin. 

Digging Deeper COMMENTARY James 5:19-20 

5:19. This verse focuses on the spiritually sick and outlines how to reclaim and restore them. To wander from the truth describes 
someone who has made a serious error, either in doctrine or in Christian living. To bring him back describes someone who returned 
to Christ after having left. 

The text here (vv. 19-20) discusses professing believers. The reference to one of you suggests that those involved claimed to be 
Christians. The fact that the professing believer wandered away indicated a serious spiritual lapse. 

The act of bringing someone back is not a reference to conversion in the normal Christian sense. It is a description of reclaiming a 
professing Christian who has wandered into sin. God’s grace has brought the wanderer home, and the backsliding is over. 

Those who claim to know Christ but live in persistent disobedience show that their claim to know Christ is empty and wrong. They 
demonstrate that they were never believers at any time. Genuine believers will never lose their salvation. Some who are true 
believers may wander into sin. The Bible commends us when we exert our best efforts to bring wandering believers back to full 
commitment. 

5:20. Those who work to return straying believers receive two promises. First, the wanderer is saved from death. The repentant 
wanderer avoided spiritual ruin. Sin destroys, and if people persist in following sin, they will experience eternal separation from God, 
that is, eternal death (see the clear statement in Jas. 1:13-15). Reclaiming such a person is worth the effort. 

Some interpreters understand death to refer to physical death. They see this type of death as a punishment for sin. The text seems 
to go farther than this and speak of eternal death, permanent separation from God. 

Some who wander away from the truth were never under its power. They professed faith in Christ, but they never experienced the 
power of the gospel in their lives. Their return is a real conversion to Christ. Although they previously professed to know Christ, they 
were deceived. 

Others who wander are real Christians who have been enticed by Satan. Their return to Christ helps them to avoid the ruin and 
destruction of a life of disobedience. They enjoy God’s blessing in their soul. Since James has described the person who wanders as 
one of you, he has pictured him as a professing Christian who has wandered from the truth. When the professing Christian returns 
to commitment to Christ, he avoids the spiritual ruin that would otherwise fall upon him. 

Second, the wanderer is forgiven a multitude of sins. These are the sins of the person who returns. There is no thought here 
suggesting a way of atonement besides believing in Christ. People who successfully encourage straying believers back to 
commitment to Christ obey God and lead the sinner to forgiveness. Such encouragers do not atone for their own sins by their 
actions. 

The text does not describe how a Christian should go about the work of restoring a wanderer. Certainly we would expect the starting 
point to be prayer for the repentance of wanderers and a ministry of love in supporting and encouraging them (John 13:34-35). 

 


